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of the Almighty. It would be unfair to compare him to
that other personage of the parable, namely, the Pharisee,
for the latter was obviously lacking in sincerity; but at the
same time, William in his moments of religious fervor, in-
variably recalls to mind that pretty story told by the late
Alphonse Daudet, entitled the " Dauphin's Deathbed/' in
which the little boy-prince, on the eve of his departure
for a happier world, responds to the exhortations of his
chaplain with the exclamation: "But one thing consoles
me, M. TAbbe", and that is that up there in the Paradise
of the stars I shall still be the Dauphin. I know that the
good God is my cousin, and cannot fail to treat me accord-
ing to my rank!''
Emperor Francis-Joseph will be prepared, in a future
existence, to take his place among the very humblest of
his subjects, realizing that in the eyes of the Divinity all
human creatures are equal, whereas Emperor William, on
the other hand, in his heart of hearts, is certainly convinced
that there will be a special place reserved for him above—
a place in keeping with his rank here on earth. True, he
has never actually said this in so many words, but he has
assuredly indicated this belief both by his utterances and
his actions. He makes no attempt to conceal his convic-
tion that personages of royal birth, and, in particular,
reigning sovereigns, are fashioned by the Almighty with
clay of a quality vastly superior to that employed for the
composition of ordinary human creatures.
Notwithstanding all the Spartan rigor and severity to
which he was subjected in his youth, for the purpose of
dispelling exaggerated pride of birth and station, he feels
assured that the rights and privileges which he enjoys
above his fellow-men are of Divine origin. Although a con-
stitutional sovereign, he is never tired of declaring that he

